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The Triangle Newsletter
Post Area 40 Spring Assembly Issue
An Area in Alcoholics Anonymous is either a part of a state or province which is made up of all the General
Service Representatives (GSR’s) in the Area along with the Area Committee. Area 40 consists of almost the
entire state of Montana excluding the very NorthWest corner. In the Spring, and again in the Fall, Area 40
holds an Assembly that brings all these members together so we can share our collective conscious about
items specific to Area 40 and to AA as a whole. Our Area Delegate, currently Libbie L., then takes this to the
General Service Conference (GSC), in New York. This year it was the week of April 17th through the 23rd.
The Area 40 Spring 2016 Assembly started out on Friday night with orientation to the GSR’s and Area
committee members. It concluded with an AA meeting where the topic was the Responsibility Statement
"When anyone anywhere reaches out for help I want the hand of AA to be there, and for that I am
responsible.”
Saturday and Sunday were filled with reports from Area committee members, Committee breakout sessions,
and a workshop on the three legacies by past delegate Bob H.. Votes were cast on the agenda items that came
out of these committees and the results were passed on through our Delegate at the GSC so our voice would
be heard throughout all of Alcoholics Anonymous.
As always there were both exciting and thought provoking discussions on both sides of these items. Please
take the time to read through the reports in this issue, and future issues for more details on what went on in
Lewistown. Some of the Highlights that received a favorable vote out of the Assembly were:
•
•
•

Consider developing a plain language version of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous.
Consider Short Form of the Concepts revisions.
Implement the ability to pay for the Triangle online.

One that got mixed reviews was to consider a request to revise text in the Concept Eleven essay regarding
“male/female” distinctions in the Twelve Concepts for World Service
If you have never experienced being at the Area Assembly, it truly is an experience you must not miss!
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2015 Fall Area Assembly
Archivist Report
Greetings everyone, my name is Earl and I am an alcoholic. I am also serving as the Area 40 Archivist. To open I would
like to use a standing joke that was coined by Gerry R., “there is nothing new in Archives.” I want to report that our
collection in the repository in Ennis is well protected, dry and has been utilized for research and information since the
last assembly. Our lease is paid through July of 2016 and our landlords are very pleased with us as tenants. I did go
through a situation early in the summer when the local gas company changed ownership and as a part of cleaning up and
transferring the accounts, it was determined that we had an outstanding bill of around $275. After I went to the
archives to make sure that the gas was not turned on, I visited with the new manager and explained that we do not use
the heat that is available, as it is not needed, and that the gas was not even on. He explained that it was probably a
computer glitch and that he would look into it and let me know. I received a statement about three weeks later that
stated that we had a little over a $200 credit. I called him and informed him of the inaccuracy and that I would like to
get this corrected and he said he would look into it further. I haven’t heard anything further from him, so I am guessing
that it has been resolved. Our landlords are building another facility building to the South of our unit which will help to
break the south wind in the winter. Construction traffic has created a little additional dust in the neighborhood, but
other than that no adverse effects.
I have not had many activities since the Spring Assembly. I attended the South Central Intergroup’s Founders Day
celebration in Billings, the Area 40 Spring Round-up in Helena, and the District 41 Founders Day activity at Ryan Dam
outside of Gt. Falls. These were all great activities with great fellowship and sharing. I want to thank these groups for
the invitations to participate. This fall has been busy and will continue to be so through the month of October with the
Havre Mini-conference, the Fall Round-up in Kalispell and an Archives workshop in Helena. I love being involved in
activities across the Area. My home group hosted the District 72 district meeting in August and that just happened to be
the same day that our delegate gave her report at the district, so she and our Area Advisor came to the meeting and
visited the repository afterward. I was able to give them a short tour; view items that they wanted to see and have a
nice visit. I think that they were just checking up on me. It was good to have them. I have had several requests for
historical information about Roundups, past actions and other information. I have been able to gather that information
and get it back to the parties who requested it. I have not had any requests that were denied.
I had some personal happenings that distracted me from getting the Policy and Procedure and the Past Actions
documents updated, and I apologize for that. I am trying to stay current with the collection so please include me with
your correspondence, committee discussions, district minutes and activity flyers. Please mail me hard copies or include
me on your email lists. If I can be of any service to your District or groups don’t hesitate to ask. I am continuing to
inventory our possessions in the Archives and am hoping to get caught up with this before the 2016 Spring Assembly. I am
also continuing to work on getting our collection digitized and organized better for research purposes.
I skipped the Regional Forum this fall to attend the Lower Yellowstone Soberfest and take advantage of an opportunity to
meet and visit with Wally P. who is a former Area Archivist from Arizona and also had oversight of the Archives of Dr. Bob
and Anne S. in Akron, OH. He is a very interesting man with a lot of great stories of the beginnings of AA also he is a
great resource for Archives collection and preservation as well as a resource for possible shared material. It was a fun
weekend with good fellowship and good resources for the future. I also got to visit with Fritz R. who has 53 years of
sobriety. It was a good weekend I am glad that I was able to attend.
I want to thank the Area for the opportunity to serve in this capacity. This is a great way for me to participate in my
own sobriety. Thank you once again.
Earl F.
Area 40 Archivist

Excerpts from A.A. Literature, materials and Grapevine are reprinted with
permission of A.A. World Services and Grapevine Inc.
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What Our Delegate, Libbie L. ,
has been up to since the Last Assembly
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distributed the Final Agenda with Background on the Area 40 Dashboard
Came out in mid-February after successfully completing testing for work.
Participated in the “Into Action Weekend” at District 91
Gave a report on the Area Service Structure
Attended the WCRAASC in Bismarck, ND, I covered the CPC and Trustees Agenda
Attended Pre Assemblies in Billings and Missoula
Submitted a candidate for a Class A Trustee

•

Visited Vancouver BC

•
•

Spent a week with my daughter at a conference for her and had a fashion consultation.

What’s Coming up for Our Delegate
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

May 7th - Delegates report at Missoula Round Up
May 13th - Wyoming Round Up
June 3rd - Delegates report to District 93
June 11th - Founder’s Day
June 25th - Delegates report at the GrapeFest-District 61
July 31st - Delegates report to District 91
August 6th - Delegates report to District 71 - (Phillipsburg)
August 12th-14th - Delegates report to District 12 - Fireman’s Point
August 26th-28th - Western Canada Forum in Kamloops BC
September 30th - October 2nd - Bozeman Roundup

2015 Fall Round Up Report
The 2015 Fall Round Up was held October 9, 10, and 11 at the Red
Lion Inn in Kalispell. We had three tremendous AA speakers, a
wonderful Alanon speaker, and several life changing workshops. Our
entertainment chair hosted the most well attended Round Up dance
since the early 60s and we were able to offer a Marathon Meeting any
hour you could want one. Our registered attendance totaled 287
including 43 Alanon members.
Avoiding concern that we could possibly become the seat of perilous
wealth and due to a speaker flight snafu and free coffee for all, we
managed to just come out even financially with enough of a final
balance to pass on $1300.00 to the Missoula Spring Round Up and
$200.00 to Alanon.
It was an honor and a genuine pleasure to serve as the chair person
for this event. I was blessed with an incredible and tremendously
dedicated committee who worked hard to create, what I humbly
believe, was the best Round Up experience yet!!
Thank you for allowing me to be of service,
Kacie N.
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Cartoons reprinted with permission from 1946 Grapevine issues
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Calendar of Events
July 1st
Fall Assembly
Agenda items Due

Assembly Dates 2016

September 16-18
Fall Assembly
Yogo Inn - Lewistown

Events
May
6th-8th - 2016 Spring Roundup - Holiday Inn Parkside - Missoula
12th - District 92 Corrections Training - Justice Center - Kalispell
21st - Treatment/Corrections Workshop - First Presbyterian Church - Helena
21st - Montana State Prison Orientation - Montana State Prison - Deer Lodge
21st - District 11 Corrections Workshop - Big Horn Resort - Billings
June
10th-12th - Founders Day Campout - Tally Lake Campout - Whitefish
11th-12th - 2Save The Date - Founders Day - Great Falls
17th-19th - Bigfork AA By The Bay Campout - Swan Lake Campground - Bigfork
24th-26th - 24th Beartooth Mountain Conference - McLeod
25th - District 61 GrapeFest - Helena
July
16th-17th - Norm’s Picnic - Connor
28th-31st - Emery Bay Campout - Hungry Horse Reservoir
August
19th-21st - Lower Yellowstone SoberFest - Makoshika State Park - Glendale
12th-13th - Big Creek Campout - 19 miles North of Columbia Falls on North Fork Road
19th-21st - Boulder River Men’s Retreat - Camp Mimanagish - McLeod
September
17th - 2016 Prison Mini Conference - Montana State Prison- Deer Lodge
23rd-25th - Havre Mini-Conference - Havre
30th - October 2nd - Fall Roundup - Bozeman
October
8th-9th - 22nd Annual Flathead Valley Fall Refresher - Creston Grange Hall, 35 Creston Rd., Kalispell
Something to Think About
The membership in Alcoholics Anonymous has remained at about two million members for quite a few
years now. Our 2014 membership survey shows that 62% of our members are men, 89% are white,
and the largest age group is between 51-60 years old.
Do these statistics indicate that “We” are falling short in helping anyone anywhere that is reaching out
for help? Or as it is stated on page 285 in As Bill Sees It, “It would be a product of false pride to claim
that A.A. is a cure-all, even for alcoholism.” and AA is doing just fine helping those who reach out?

Email your thoughts on this to Your Area 40 Triangle - triangle@aa-montana.org
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CONFIDENTIAL
Please Share this Newsletter with your Group!

Triangle Subscription Form
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A SUBSCRIPTION FOR YOURSELF, A FRIEND OR YOUR GROUP, PLEASE RETURN THIS
FORM. THE COST OF THE TRIANGLE IS $10 PER YEAR. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AREA 40.
SEND TO:
AREA 40 TRIANGLE
PO BOX 6433
HELENA MT 59604

WHERE TO MAIL
GROUP
CONTRIBUTIONS:
Area 40, Inc.

GROUP NAME_________________________________________________

PO Box 2046

GSR/CONTACT NAME_________________________________________________

Whitefish, MT 59937

ADDRESS_______________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP_____________________________________

If sending to Area please address
check to Area 40 Inc

PHONE NUMBER_____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________________

GSO
PO Box 459

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

Groups are encouraged to be self-supporting for their Triangle subscription fee. “Expired” above
the mailing address indicates that the subscription has expired. Groups will receive the Triangle
regardless of subscription status because of Past Actions of the Area Assembly.
Individuals: If your subscription has expired, this will be your last issue of the Triangle.

Grand Central Station
NEW YORK, NY 10163

