
 
 
 
Hello everyone, I’m Connie and I am an alcoholic. Welcome to the Virtual Area Assembly.  This is a great 
opportunity to see how we can reach out to those who are unable to attend but would like to be part of 
the General Service Structure.  If you read the Inventory Report that the Inventory Ad-Hoc Committee 
put together, you will see that this was one of the suggestions to help include those who could not 
attend. This has been discussed many times not only during the inventory process but also amongst 
member to member. I don’t believe that COVID-19 is the will of God but I do believe that a Higher Power 
will use something like this to help us do something that we have been hesitant to do on our own.  
 
After the 2019 Fall Assembly, I had the privilege of participating in Missoula’s Fall Roundup. Ashley 
called and asked me to be on the panel discussing the 12 Traditions. Then in October, District 81 asked 
Gerry and I to share our experience with the 12 Traditions. We are two very passionate people who love 
the traditions, so were only able to make it thru tradition 6 and answered several questions. We hope 
that they will invite us back so we can finish the rest of the traditions. 
 
 In November, I had the pleasure of speaking at the 2nd Anniversary of The Women in the Solution group 
in Butte. It was truly a humbling experience to be in a room full of women seeking a solution and 
enjoying recovery.  
 
In February, I attended District 61’s District meeting. District 61”s Workshops Committee has a special 
way of doing a GSR school. He assigns a group of GSRs to different pamphlets that address the GSR’s job. 
Then those groups present what they have learned to the whole district. The participants and attendees 
seem to really enjoy the plays, presentations, laughter  and learning that this type of GSR school offers. 
 
The following week, I went to District 71’s District meeting. It was very clear to me after this experience 
that District 71 is working hard to make sure the still suffering alcoholic can find the rooms of recovery.  
 
The end of February, I attended the WCRAASC in Billings. Terri T. and her team from District 11 did an 
excellent job. Area 40 was fortunate to have one of the best WCRAASC right here in their back yard. 
With the WCRAASC in Billings, a pre-assembly was not held in Billings. The following weekend, the 
committee chairs joined about 30 people from Districts 41, 51, 61, 71 and 72 at Boulder Hot Springs. 
They were able to find out about the agenda items that will be discussed at GSO and the 5 items on Area 
40s agenda. 
 
The following weekend the committee was invited to a pre-assembly hosted by District 91. Between a 
bad snow storm and the onset of the COVID-19, the pre-assembly was cancelled. Thus began my journey 
into the world of ZOOM. Honestly, I was a bit of a grumbler….Okay, I was a big grumbler.  Change is not 
easy for me. Fear and anxiety caused me to dig in my heels in and I just didn’t want to play. Thanks to AA 
and a loving patient and persistent God of my own understanding, I tried something new. Since then I 
have been on new journey of learning. The opportunity for us to hold a virtual Area Assembly is both 
terrifying yet extremely exciting. I have even had a dark District contact me to ask how they might 
participate. The idea that we may be able to reach people who would not normally attend has made me 
grateful for the opportunity to do things differently. 
 
This little lesson reminds me, once more, that my only job is to be “of maximum service to God and the 
people about me” (pg. 77 Big Book) I don’t get to decide how the job is being done, I only need to show 
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up and do the best I can with the help of my Higher Power and the people who are ready and willing to 
help. 
 
This leads me to the topic of the elections that will be happening at the Fall Assembly. As we listen this 
weekend and when we are able to go out and be amongst our Fellowship we need to watch for those 
who we would like to see become our next trusted servants. I have heard this many times and it is true, 
“God doesn’t chose the prepared, God prepares the chosen. We all become prepared when we practice 
the principles of the program of Alcoholics Anonymous.  
 
Thank you for allowing me to be of service and for the wonderful life, I get to live. 
 
Connie Robinson 
Area 40 Area Chair/Alternate Delegate 
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