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 Greetings Area 40, my name is Earl and I have the honor of serving as your Archivist.  I want to 

let you know that your Archives have been growing a little with new contributions from interested 

members of our Area.  I have received a tape collection from a grateful member of Al-Anon, Frances M.  

I received a copy of a Grapevine Cartoon book from a member from Gt. Falls that I have loaned out to 

Shawn for inclusion in his display.  I have also received books and documents from estates of members 

who have went to the big meeting in the sky.  These are gracious contributions that help add to the 

history story of Alcoholics Anonymous in Montana. 

I want to encourage you to include me in your correspondence and committee activity, as well as 

District minutes and activities.  I want to put in a plug for the district mini sites on our web site.  Districts 

can post their minutes, flyers for upcoming events and anything pertinent about the activities of your 

Districts.  This is digitally available for me to download and have a copy to record, print and to have 

stored on different storage devises.  If you don’t use the mini pages, please make sure I get copies of 

your minutes emailed to me.  My email is: archivist@aamontana.org   Please let me know of any 

members who have passed so that I can get copies of their obituaries.   These people have contributed 

greatly to their local groups and to the conscience of AA in Area 40 and if possible, I would like to get 

these as a final contribution to their stories.  I have had big plans to get around the state this spring to 

do Archival recordings of several of our older members as well as people who have been significant in 

Service to AA as a whole.  That has been shifted to a future goal due to the current situations that we 

are facing. 

I have not traveled a lot since the last Assembly.  I was invited to participate in the Fall Round-up in 

Missoula with a display and also to conduct a workshop/sharing session.  I was also asked to attend the 

Mini conference at Montana State Prison and take in some historical documents pertaining to the 

“Freedom” group of AA, located there.  The winter was spent trying to work on the audit of the Past 

Actions and the Policy and Procedure documents.  I will be very honest and say I struggled to get this 

completed.  Finally, in early February, I sent copies to the other members who are helping with this 

process for their review.  I know that we have some old minutes to look at to clarify the intent of some 

motions and I also need to collect some information on our first inventory process.  Through visiting 
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with Gerry, I realized that adding sections or appendices to our current documents was not the proper 

way to record some of the documentation, so I have decided to go a different route.  I have created a 

collection of Ad Hoc committee actions that includes the history, findings and results of the Ad Hoc 

Committees as well as those who served on those committees.  This will be recorded as a new section 

after the Historical Content in our Past Actions Document.  A historical collection of our Area 

Inventories, the processes used, the questions accumulated and shared experience as well as the 

resulting final reports will be a new stand alone document, and the Policy and Procedure document will 

continue to be a stand-alone document that is updated regularly to reflect our current operating policy.  

I am hoping to get these up to date and accurate very soon after this assembly so that people interested 

in standing for Area positions have accurate job descriptions that reflect current qualifications and 

responsibilities.   The last activity that I participated in was the West Central Regional Service 

Conference in Billings.  I took a display of our Archives that was viewed by several folks from across our 

region.  I was able to see old friends, meet new ones and even got to smear a little ice cream around 

during the social on Friday night.  It was a great weekend and I was able to have breakfast with Carl B., a 

Past Regional Trustee and was invited to go to Sheridan, WY for a visit to look over some of his Archival 

Collection and maybe do an Archival interview with him.  I am hoping that the summer will provide 

opportunities to travel and see some of these people safely.  I do have a few activities scheduled for the 

late spring and the summer if we are able to have them.  Time will tell. 

As always, if I can be of any assistance to your activities or functions or you have a question about some 

of the history of AA in Montana, don’t hesitate to contact me.  I am more than willing to do research, 

travel or help out in any way I can. 

Happy trudging, 

Earl 


