
                            DISTRICT 91 BUSINESS MEETING        Anonymity Protected  

November 24, 2019 
Hosted by Circle of Sisters 

 
Attended by: 
22 District 91 members attended - 4 Officers, 6 Chair, 8 GSR, 4 Visitors 
If you attended and were not included above please email **Secretary  
Thank you. 
 
Note: This is a live document therefore the contents herein are subject to change as I 
receive reports. If you would like to print this document, you may wish to wait until the 
minutes are approved at the next District Meeting. If you see an error please email 
**Secretary  so that corrections can be made promptly. Thank you! 
 
OPENING 3:00 p.m. 

● Serenity Prayer  
● Preamble -  
● 12 Traditions -. 
● 12 Concepts -. 
● Concept of the Month - Concept 11 -.  
● Next Month Concept **- Review Volunteer -  
● Next District meeting Host group- Whitefish Group December 29, 2019 
● Next District meeting Host group- Whitefish Group December 29, 2019 

■ 1st Presbyterian Church  
■ 301 Central Avenue  
■ Whitefish, MT  
■ 3 PM  December 29, 2019 

● Review & approval for current October 27, 2019 minutes:  **made motion to 
accept & motion second by ** Minutes were approved as written.  

● 7th Tradition 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

● Revised District Guidelines 
● AREA 40 Agenda Item Proposal Form  
● DISTRICT 91 AGENDA PROPOSAL FORM 
● District 91 Budget 2019  
● REG TRUSTEE RESUME FORM 
● TRUSTEE QUALIFICATIONS PROCEDURE 

 
  

1 
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COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS  
 
Archives -  
I apologize for not being at the last District meeting. I have nothing new to report at this 
time.  
In service, **, Archivist 
 
Bridging the Gap -  
Good afternoon, 
The past month has been very successful for Bridging the Gap in Area 40! 
We are continuing to receive all temporary contact request cards in time to actually get a 
temporary contact set up for those that request one, PRIOR to their release! 
Two Sundays ago we had our semi-annual Area 40 BTG Committee Conference Call. 
We discussed how grateful we all are to have a new BTG Chair in District 61. Helena processes 
BTG Temporary Contact Requests for MCDC in Butte, as well as ALL of the Corrections related 
treatment centers, so it is very important to have someone in that position that is able to stay on 
top of it. 
 
We talked about what the “behind the scenes” aspects of the new Online BTG form for 
professionals is going to look like. (voted on and passed at last assembly) 
The agenda item was proposed to allow us to create a privacy protected link that we would be 
able to distribute to professionals in treatment and correctional facilities. The idea is that they 
could then help get potential AA’s in touch with BTG directly while the patient/inmate is still in 
their office. The form will then be submitted directly to the Area 40 BTG chair, as well as the 
chairperson for whichever district the city is in that gets selected. 
 
We also talked about the fact that Area 40 is going to be placing a bid to host the National BTG 
Weekend. The event takes place in September every year, and is already booked for the next 2 
years. Our bid will be for either Sept 2022, or 2023 in Missoula. The people from the National 
BTG Weekend were really hoping for Missoula, and we all agreed that it would be a good 
location. The first planning meeting was actually yesterday-Saturday, November 23rd. We 
discussed, and are aware of, the fact that this will obviously take place after all of us have 
rotated on. However, most all of us said we would still be willing to volunteer to help put on the 
event. It is something we would definitely like to make happen, and the only way to do that is to 
start the process now, and pass the torch halfway through. I will continue to keep you updated 
as I learn more. 
 
Lastly, our next BTG outreach weekend workshop is set to be held in District 42. (Shelby) We 
are having a tough time getting a hold of any one that is active in AA in Shelby at the moment. If 
anyone is aware of anyone over there, please let me know! 
 
Does anyone have any questions? 
In Service, ** 
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Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) -  
Nothing to report.  Sorry for the delay. Terribly sorry not feeling well, won't make the 
meeting. 
**, CPC Chair 
 
Corrections-  
Holiday greetings, 

I do not have much to report this month. All continues to run smoothly with the 
corrections committee. Most of the jail meetings have been chaired consistently and 
effectively. I have not been alerted to any issues with the meetings or staff at the jail. 

This past month, I did have one small issue. I was contacted late on a Friday 
afternoon to be informed that one of the volunteers had “been sick since Wednesday” 
and would not be able to attend. I found a substitute and the meeting was chaired, so it 
was largely a non-issue. However, it raised a point that I would like to address ahead of 
time, and as such, I will be sending out a follow-up email to my entire volunteer list to 
make clear the importance of prior notification if someone is sick or unable to attend in 
any way. I am actually thankful for this event, as we are now coming up on the time of 
year when inclement weather, unexpected illness, and untimely family plans aim to 
throw a monkey wrench into all of our schedules. While I understand the nature of these 
things not always being “reliable”, I also understand the importance that these jail 
meetings play in our effectiveness as a Fellowship in our District and beyond. 

This next week I will be starting the sign-up process for jail meetings for the first 
quarter of 2020. If you are a volunteer, please be on the lookout for my email. Now that I 
finally have a system down that works well, I expect this sign-up process to go very 
smoothly.  

I am still working on determining the effect of the new policy set by Flathead 
County Detention Center that each volunteer be required to bring 2 meetings in per 
calendar year. I am vacillating between a position of managing that myself or leaving it 
up to each volunteer. I hope to have an answer by the next District meeting. 

Also, I feel it would be appropriate to inform District of a project I have devised for 
myself, to be the focal point of the last half of my rotation. GSO facilitates a pen pal 
program of sorts for inmates. My idea is that I could put together a short presentation 
that be brought to each group and presented on this pen pal program, and facilitate 
people getting involved who would like to be. I think it would be a wonderful way to be of 
service. I know many in our area struggle to find newcomers/pigeons to work with (I am 
one of them) and embracing this opportunity would be a great way to help the inmates 
as well as our own Fellowship members. The way I see it, this is a win-win. 

Other than that, I have nothing else to report. I wish you all a safe, joyous, and 
sober Thanksgiving and Christmas. I look forward to a continued trudging the road of 
happy destiny with you all. 
Yours in service, **. 
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District Intergroup Liaison -  
Intergroup has not met yet this month, there is nothing to report.  
In Service, **. 
 
Grapevine-  
I am unable to attend District this Sunday because I have a schedule conflict.  
If I don't locate the Grapevine board I will put together another one. I forwarded an email 
from Grapevine announcing free shipping.  I have also received a letter from Grapevine 
offering gift subscriptions with the second one offered at a discount.  
I look forward to being able to attend District next month.  
Grateful to be of service. ** 
 
NOTE: There is free shipping for your orders through December 31 for books at the 
GrapeVine web site  https://aagrapevine.org/books  
 
Intergroup Liaison - **,  
 
Literature-  
Greetings!  
Big Books continue to lead the way in sales. I also received literature orders from 
Whitefish Group, Canyon Group, New Hope Group, Big Fork by the Bay and assorted 
individuals.  Currently AAWS is out of stock on the medium size Big Books. 
 
Current balance in Literature Account is $ 423.50. 
 
Please keep in mind that the holidays are fast approaching. AAWS books are a great 
idea for friends or family in recovery.  Mini Big Books and 12x12 are great stocking 
stuffers as well! 
**, Literature Chair 
 
Public Information (PI)-  
Everything is clipping along smoothly in the Valley. 
There is some information from the Area 40 PI Chair  
**. affecting the Area 40 hotline. It is solid evidence why we need to be making the 
transition from AnswerNet to another hotline service. 

** wrote: 
We are transitioning from AnswerNet to TruLive. We were doing this with 
the understanding that we could take the 800 number with us at no cost. I 
just recently found out that AnswerNet is not going to honor that 
agreement. They want to charge the Area $1,500 to port the number! Of 
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course that is not in the best interest of the Area. So, after several prayers 
and after seeking counsel from a sponsor, the Area Delegate, and the 
Area Chair, the decision has been made to have a new 800 number 
assigned to us from the new answering service. It will only cost us $10 to 
do so. I also asked the new answering service what it will cost if we leave 
and want to take the number with us. They replied with a very fair price of 
$25.  
 
I do not have the number yet. I also don’t know what number will show up 
when the new answering service is calling AA members. But I will be 
finding all this out very soon. As soon as I know, you will know.  

 
** reported the former hotline provider was double billing & we decided to forgo pursuing 
reimbursement. Area 40 is working on a call list - ** would like to update the call list 
every three months if possible. ** will do an Agenda item for next month for the call list 
to be kept current.  
Service is Fun!  **, 
 
Treatment-  
Greetings from Treatment Chair.  I have put together a format for the Sunday Chair at 
Wilderness Treatment Center. Everything else seems to be going fine.  
Thanks for the service.  
**., Treatment Chair 
 
Note: ** also has been contacted by an AA member asking how to start a meeting to be 
held at the hospital. ** says it may be difficult to get “through the door” to get a meeting 
approved. ** says the contact is ready to begin the meeting & just needs some guidance 
on how to set up for one. ** says they are welcome to attend a District meeting to 
promote attendance for the new meeting. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES- 
 
Into Action -  
We are In the beginning stages of getting going on the Into Action Day/Weekend. ** did 
a one day last year and in the past it was weekend event. So it is up to me to decide 
between a one day or weekend event? We are thinking of moving it to Kalispell to be 
accessible to more people. I would like to move it to March 14 if possible. 
 
DCM explained that is Pre Assembly weekend. Traditionally Into Action has been in 
February. 
It is a good event for new people to attend to learn more about AA & how it works. 
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Delegate  explained that it is not such a good idea to combine Into Action with the Pre 
Assembly day, as it would be too overwhelming for newcomers. ** shared generally it is 
meet the District with information about service. 
It sounds like changing the date would conflict with too many other AA events. 
Thank you for your input. 
**, Into Action Chair 
 
Christmas Alcathon - For this year’s Christmas Alcathon, there are only two chair 
positions needed to be filled at 3 am and 4 am on Christmas day. The rest of the chair 
positions have been filled. I was told to encourage chairpersons and members to bring 
hot food, if possible. I have only incurred minor costs through printing but still need to 
assess what inventory I have on hand to see what else will be needed. I have plenty of 
paper towels and other sundries. I will keep all my receipts. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
making the flyer and attending various meetings in the valley to spread the word.  Thank 
you for allowing me the opportunity to serve in this role. 
**, Christmas Alcathon Chair 
 
 
GROUP REPORTS  

   
Big Book Group-   * 

 
Bigfork by the Bay Group-  
No report. 
**, GSR 
 
By the Book Group-  
As mentioned before I apologize for not being at  
District today. ** will be our next speaker on December 6th at 5:30. Attendance has 
been steady. Our business meetings have been small though. We discussed hosting 
District after the New Year. I haven't received feedback from the group concerning Area 
40 Assembly location. Our group supports disability access though. I look forward to 
attending next month.  
Grateful to be of service, 
**. 
P..S. ** threw a wonderful Halloween dinner for the group. 
 
Canyon Group-  
Attendance is good.No big changes in the group. Pathways meetings are going well.  
Friday night speaker meetings are well attended. And the weather is still cold out!! 
**., GSR 
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Chief Cliff AA-   
Chief Cliff AA  
 
**, Chief Cliff AA Contact 
 
Circle of Sisters-  
Nothing to report. 
**, GSR / **.Alt. GSR    
 
Columbia Falls Group-  
** has been voted in as the Treasurer early (wasn't supposed to be until the New Year) 
due to** being out on injury. ** has been voted in as secretary of the group. 
Attendance has been very good, especially on Wednesday and Saturday nights.  
We are rotating chairs on Thursdays due to **. being out on injury. 
Thanks, **. GSR 
 
Flathead Valley Serenity Group- **, GSR  
 
Fresh Start Group- 
We meet at 6:30 am but will meet at 7:00 am during the Alcathon. We have great 
attendance, welcoming to visitors & new persons.  
**., GSR 
 
Going to the Sun Group-  
Rarely have we seen a person slip who faithfully attends our meetings. They are held 
on Thursday nights at 7. It’s on the schedule. Our core is consistent in meeting for 
dinner at 5:30 pm at Glacier Grille. Please come add to our experience strength and 
hope.  
Attendance is 10-14; AND the coffee continues to be the best in the Valley.  
The group would like to volunteer to host the April District meeting.  
**,  GSR 
 
Lunch Bunch * 
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New Hope Group -    
New hope has decided to discontinue its monthly speaker meeting due to lack of 
attendance and interest in the last several months. Nothing else to report. 
**., GSR  
 
Somers/Lakeside Group-  **.  
 
Sunrise Group-   
The group is doing well. There is no GSR as of yet. We have a Literature study group 
on Fridays. “Will” might be the contact person or GSR? I will try to find out. 
**. reporting  
 
Swan River AA Group- **, GSR 
 
Tobacco Valley Group - **, GSR   
 
Whitefish Group-   
The Whitefish Group is going well.Meeting attendance seems to be stable. 
The WFG is addressing the “vote” items from the Area Assembly in our business 
meetings. The discussion regarding voting rights to area service members will be 
discussed so the groups conscience can be represented at the Spring assembly. 
I will report the progress at the next district meeting. 
The WFG will begin to access the group inventory process. We have received 
copied of a previous inventory to use as a guideline. 
Our group continues to provide 3 meetings a day with an inductive big book study 
on Thursdays at 6 pm. 
In Service, **. GSR 
 
Women in Sobriety-   
 Meetings have been well attended. We welcome all women to come and check out the 
meeting on Monday and Thursday at 1:15pm at the Alano club. 
Thank you for letting me be of Service. 
**, GSR 
  
DISTRICT BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS - Note: The discussions provided below do not 
exhibit direct quotes from the individuals. It is the secretary's attempt to capture the 
spirit of the discussion to the best of their ability. If you wish for something to be 
changed or amended please email the secretary. 
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OFFICER REPORTS- 
 
District Committee Member (DCM) -  
Thank you for attending - I encourage all of you to bring guests - it is a good way to help 
people get involved.  
**, DCM 
  
Alternate District Committee Member (Alt. DCM) -  
No report thank you all for attending this meeting. 
**, Alt. DCM 
  
Treasurer-  
Balances are - Pink Can $968.49; Prudent Reserve $1497.52;  Operating Balance 
$2082.17.  Group Splits have slowed down now. 
TREASURER REPORT NOV 2019 
**, Treasurer 
 
** asked if we should send money to GSO? DCM explained we have expenses coming 
up soon. Alt DCM - In December we will have a list of upcoming expenses to make a 
better decision about sending extra funds to GSO. ** said $2000.00. is not a lot extra for 
everything District does monthly. We are coming into our slowest months. DCM said we 
should not split to GSO without letting groups know about it and to his knowledge 
District has not done this in the past? This will be tabled until WCRSC in Billings. 
 
Secretary-  
Thank you for submitting your written reports and email reports. It helps keep the 
minutes accurate as I cannot type as fast as you can talk 
**, Secretary 
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MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS- 
 
WCRSC is part of the service triangle. Information is supposed to get back to our 
groups & individuals - how better to carry the message?  
 
Following is a reminder for your stories to submit as they apply to the pamphlet 
A.A for the Older Alcoholic: 

**, Area 40 Delegate 
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: November 13, 2019 
Re:  Deadline Extended-Call for stories to update "A.A. for 
the Older Alcoholic"- 
The 2019 General Service Conference recommended that “the 
pamphlet ‘A.A. for the Older Alcoholic – Never Too Late’ be 
updated with a revised introduction; current and inclusive 
stories; reference to online A.A.; and an updated ‘How Do I 
Find A.A.?’ section.” 
The trustees’ Cooperation with the Professional 
Community/Treatment and Accessibilities Committee is 
seeking stories from a broad cross section of older A.A. 
members to make the pamphlet more representative of the 
Fellowship. We have extended the deadline for receiving 
manuscripts to January 15, 2020. 
Typed manuscripts should be 500-800 words, double spaced, 
in 12 point font. Handwritten manuscripts should be 
approximately 5 to 6 pages. Please include your complete 
name, address and email/phone information (The anonymity of 
all authors will be observed, whether or not their story is 
selected for publication). Please email your sharing to: 
access@aa.org and put "A.A. for the Older Alcoholic" in the 
subject line of the message. Or, you may mail it to Access 
Assignment, General Service Office, Box 459, Grand Central 
Station, New York, NY 10163. 
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AGENDA ITEMS: Remember that items on the agenda are considered "made and 
seconded motions" and should be taken back to your home groups to get input in order 
to be able to discuss and vote the following business meeting.  If there are any 
questions about this process, please let Mike P. (DCM) know. 
 
OLD BUSINESS- 
**Alt DMC - Location of future Assemblies will be decided at the next Assembly. Should 
it be kept in Great Falls or rotate around Area 40 to other sites that can provide for the 
large group of attendees. Decision is to be made at the March Assembly so please 
bring this to your groups & report back at the December meeting. 
DCM this is an important topic so I encourage GSR’s to talk to your groups about this.. 
 
Alt DCM - the voting rights for - Webmaster, Area Advisor, Archivist, BTG will be 
decided in March Assembly as well. The concern is these positions are Non rotating 
positions - it could mean a form of power down the road for voting on some topics? 
   
NEW BUSINESS - 
 
Agenda Proposal - Workshop Traditions/Concepts 
Agenda Proposal tradition/concept workshop 
 
** asked why this is a separate event? District already does Into Action but this is more 
focused on Traditions & Concepts. How is the cost determined?  
DCM shared that the lodging is taken care of so gas & food are the only expenses. The 
workshop team requests that this be held later in the Spring to hopefully be able to 
travel in good weather. They have suggested April or May and will provide 4 dates 
available in their schedule for us to select from.  
** supports this & hopes we will try it.  
The majority of voting members approved to move forward with this. 
 
MEETING CLOSED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 4:30 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by: ** Secretary 
 
 

1
1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-Dv4V0hxHqLOHczT1AyMzRSb2pVcWxZQ3lVSGtRaVpXZWw4/view?ths=true

